MRS. CHEATHAM'S CLASS AUSTIN MIDDLE SCHOOL 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

ENGLISHLANGUAGE ARTS & READING

“In truly good writing, no matter how many times you read it, you do not know how it is done. That is because there is a mystery in all great
writing and that mystery does not dissect out. It continues and it is always valid. Each time you re-read, you see or learn something new.”

o — Ennest Neminguray
AS YO UR TEACHER Welcome to 7th English Language Arts &

Reading! Our focus this school year will be
learning and developing our skills as critical
thinkers, readers, writers, speakers, and
listeners. The development and mastery of
these important literary skills not only is
important to achieving success in the ELAR
classroom, but it is also a critical component
of achieving success in other school
subjects, building strong relationships with
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others, and attaining a flourishing career as WHEN ENGL\SHTED; . . g
an adult. Basically, the quality of life you ERS Swe - 3
experience now through adulthood will | — —

depend a lot on how well you read, write,

GUIDELINES FOR SUCCESS and communicate with others.
What de-J get ifJ follow-classn-nules?

Your appropriate behavior in class guarantees everyone will experience an
environment conducive to learning. Some possible rewards for continuous
appropriate behavior are intrinsic value (satisfaction of learning), improved
skills, verbal praise, positive note to parents, and special class activities /
privileges.

What ane the consequences ifd dent follow-clasrn-rules?

1st Offense: Verbal warning
CLASS RUI.ES 2nd Offense: Demerit _
31 Offense: Parent contact and demerit
4t & 5t Offense: Lunch or afterschool detention and demerit
** Additional offenses will result in an Office Referral **

Whene deJ go te find agendasand asnignments?
Canvas is where many class assignments, discussions, and projects will be
posted and turned in.
** Parents, you may create a “parent account” to keep up with your child’s
work. **

What happens ifd turrn ir arn annignment Late?

Work not completed and turned in by the assigned date is considered
late. If a student is absent on the date work is due, the assignment is due
the first day the student returns to school. Late work is accepted up to 3

days after the original due date. Late points will be deducted (20 points
total) for assignments turned in after the due date.
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MRS. CHEATHAM'S CLASS

AUSTIN MIDDLE SCHOOL 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

GRADE SCALE

GRADE BREAKDOWN

Now-will check my grade in clasrn?

Grades for the previous week will be updated in Skyward by the following Tuesday.
Parents and students are also strongly encouraged to check Skyward on a weekly
basis to view the most current grades for EVERY class. Although most
assignments will be completed in Canvas, Skyward is used district-wide for grading
purposes.

What de-J de- il am alrent?

Always check the class Canvas page for agendas, handouts, and assignment
due dates. A student has however many days they were absent plus an
additional day to turn in any work assigned on a day they were absent. If a
quiz was administered on a day a student was absent, the quiz must be made
up by appointment with the teacher. If previously assigned work was due on
the day of the absence, the work is due on the day the student returns,
otherwise it is considered late, and points will be deducted.

Ao d havete nead sutinide sf clasn?

All students will be expected to read independently daily. Students must bring
a reading book to school, so they are prepared for independent reading during
class time. It is highly suggested for everyone to have a Rosenberg Library
Card.

** Book projects may be due throughout the year. **

What typesnof wniting will <y de thisyean?

In this class, we will follow the outline of a “Writer's Workshop”, which entails
a short mini-lesson and time for students to write. We will go through the
whole writing process to produce narratives, creative writing pieces, poetry,
and informational & argumentative essays. Students will be challenged to
improve and refine their written communication skills. Special emphasis will
be placed on pre-writing and editing strategies to produce an error-free final
product. Vocabulary development and the mastery of mechanics & grammar
are highly stressed.

What are the required readingsthis yean?

This class will be based on the balanced literacy approach, which will include
self-selected independent books and books read in groups, covering various
units. We will read classics, poetry, short stories, and informational/persuasive
texts throughout the year. Some of these units include topics, such as:
historical events, weather-related tragedies, revolutions & dystopian societies,
dramas, science, current events, and social justice.

What eloe deJ need te know?

Most of our work will be completed in class; however, anything and
everything we do in class has the potential to become homework. There
may be a handful of assignments throughout the year assigned as actual
homework.

Your success is of utmost importance to me. | will be conferencing with you
during class to ensure you understand concepts we are covering. Additional
tutoring outside of the school day is available upon request.
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